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Introduction
The documentary has been described in different terms by different authors. Many of them describe it as a non-fictional picture that intends to provide real information for education or keeping records. Documentaries have been characterized in terms of filmmaking, cinema, and audience mode reception. In the past documentary films lasted for one minute and were called actuality films. Documentaries have however evolved and have included more categories.
Stott, William. Documentary expression and thirties America. University of Chicago Press, 1973.
Scott, wrote on social documentary whereby he argued that some documents tell about intellectual while others inform about emotions. He gives an example of a social documentary by describing a film that caught a Spanish girl who seemed unusual from other people from Spain but girl the reality was that the girl was suffering. He further stated that when people talked of a documentary they meant social documentary. He also stated that social documentary promotes social improvement since its goal is educating the public (Stott, 1973). Scott talked of the purpose of social documentary as shaping the people’s attitude to a public fact through their emotions. Social documentary deals with states that can be changed by human creativity but not propaganda as many people thought. Scott argued that some propaganda represented true information while others misled the people. In his conclusion about the social documentary, he states that people in the thirties never liked propaganda but it was their common way of expression. He also states that the social documentary in the thirties does not exist in the current world. 
Coles, Robert. Doing documentary work. New York Public Library Lectur, 1997.
In his article, Coles describes the heart of doing documentary as human actuality which involves representing what has been witnessed. He states that one has to decide what needs to be included in the documentary, the presentation tone, and the mood of the presentation. Coles says that there still challenges involved in doing documentaries which include selection challenges, how to organize materials, and how to deal emotionally and factuality (Coles,1997). He says that in the imaginary life it is required that one becomes canniness, thoughtfulness, sensitivity, and has some talent to deal with language. Coles states that documentary work becomes documentary photographs, documentary writing, and film and reports on what was experienced. He provides an example of Dorothea Lange who removed a woman from her real world, as a Farm Security Administration photographer to document. Lange provided documentation with series of pictures that narrated the migration life in the 1930s. He concluded by stating that several photographers were rambling in America to capture the struggles in the country and the outcome of the great depression.
 Stott, William. Documentary expression and thirties America. University of Chicago Press, 1973.
Scott defined documentary as a representation of facts with no editing or insertion of fictional matter such as a film, a book, or newspaper. He preferred to use the human document description. He states that a historical document is understood intellectually while a human document is understood emotionally (Stott, 1973). Scott described recent historians who stated the significance of documentary photographs as informing and moving people. He further says that the essence of the documentary is not information because if it was then the documentary classics would be tweedle-dum. Scott says that those who do documentaries manage to be suspicious of the judgment and the concept which it works. Heb goes ahead to describe the two kinds of documents and how they work. The first documentary provides information to the intellect while the second document communicates emotions. He gives a more clear and simple definition of a documentary that it is the representation of real facts in a credible manner. Scott concludes his article by adding final information on human documents where he states that it is not a must for them to deal with death or segmentation although the topics are more popular. 
Conclusion
The three articles discuss the documentary. The first article describes social documentaries and classifies them into two: intellect informing and emotion informing. The second article describes the tradition of doing documentary work and refers this to as human actuality whereby doing documentary involves representing what has been witnessed. The third document tries to explain what a documentary is and describes it as a human document that provides information about public events. 
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